
	  

	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
 
RE: Ponderosa Festival Continues on as Scheduled August 21-23 
 
That’s right everyone, Ponderosa Festival is on! 

It has been a wild few days with the recent fires in the West Boundary and South Okanagan but we are happy to 
confirm that we are moving full steam ahead with Ponderosa Festival this weekend, August 21 to 23. 

The safety of our guests coming to Ponderosa, as well as that of the local residents, is our top priority. We visited 
Rock Creek on Sunday, Aug. 16 to see the devastated areas first hand and to speak with local residents and officials 
before any official decisions could be made with regard to the festival. 
 
As we drove into Rock Creek we were saddened to see the burnt trees and the beautiful hillsides still smoking. This 
site is a shocking reminder of just how fast life can change. 
 
Thankfully the historic Rock Creek Fairgrounds (the site for Ponderosa Festival), the Rock Creek town site, and Kettle 
Valley Road South (the main access road to the festival site) have not been affected by this wildfire.  
 
We did meet with members of the Rock Creek Fair Association and they are fully supportive of us moving forward 
with Ponderosa. We have all agreed that having the event is a great opportunity to bring awareness and positive 
vibes to this tragic situation. We also drove out to the town of Midway yesterday where the main evacuation centre 
is and attended the public information session organized by the regional district. We were able to speak with local 
residents that have been directly impacted by the fire and also found out the latest from those on the ground 
fighting the fire, working on repairs to power and communication lines, and clearing debris to reopen Highway 33. 
We are now fully confident to say that Ponderosa is happening as scheduled. 
 
We would like to remind everyone that Highway 33 is currently closed. This highway connects Kelowna to Rock 
Creek. For those traveling from Kelowna, the alternate route to reach the festival site is to travel south on Highway 
97 to Osoyoos and then travel east on Highway 3. This will add approximately 30 minutes on travel time, making the 
trip 2.5 hrs. 
 
There is currently no clear indication of when Highway 33 will be reopened but we will be watching this closely and 
will be updating our website and social media feeds with the latest information. We also recommend visiting 
drivebc.ca for the latest updates. Travel from Vancouver and the Kootenays has not been affected. We have also 
received reports of some interruptions to cell service but have been told that these issues would be sorted out 
today. 
 
It can be expected to smell smoke and to possibly see a slight smoky haze up the valley however there are currently 
no health risks or advisories issued for the Rock Creek area. The air quality in Rock Creek was very good during 
yesterday’s site visit. As a safety precaution, we have been speaking with our First Aid team to be prepared to assist 
those with respiratory issues if air quality issues arise. 
 
For the most part, things have settled in the town site of Rock Creek even though the fire is still burning up to the 
north and the residents are just starting to see the full scale of the damage. The regional district estimates that 
approximately 30 residents of the Rock Creek, Westbridge, and Christian Valley have lost their homes, with many 
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more having lost property, livestock and other structures. As sad as it is to hear this, it has been unreal how the 
community has rallied together to support each other. 
 
We think there is a unique opportunity for us to help this community and give back to those that have supported our 
young independent festival. We are currently working with local groups to set up a relief fund for those impacted by 
the fire. We are so grateful that the Ponderosa team and our guests are keen to rally in support. Once the details on 
the relief fund are finalized we will be sharing the information with the public. 
 
Again, the most updated information regarding Ponderosa will be made available through our website and our social 
media outlets. 
 
Please remember that the safety of everyone involved is still our main priority and we would not be moving ahead 
with the event if the issue of safety was still in question. Should you have any concerns please contact us directly.  
 
Regards, 
Kris & Kia 
	  
	  
OTHER	  WAYS	  TO	  CONNECT	  WITH	  PONDEROSA	  FESTIVAL:	  
Website:	  www.PonderosaFestival.com	  
Facebook:	  Facebook.com/PonderosaFest	  
Twitter:	  @PonderosaFest	  
Instagram:	  @PonderosaFest	  
	  

	  


